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A Great Conflagration at the Atlantic
Docks Spread by the Fiaming
Fragments of a Wooden
Grain Elevator.

THE LOSS AND INSURANCE.

An Immense Warehouse
Wrapped in the Splen-
dor of Destruction.

8ix Hundred Thousand Bushels
' ' of Wheat, Oats and Bar-
¢ ley Destroyed.

FICHTING THE FLAMES.

The Bravery and Energy of the
 Brookiyn Fire Department,
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A ROOF BLOWN UP.

Balt Water from the Bay Poured
Into the Fiery Furnace by
Steamers and Tugboats.

A Hundred Men Saving the Sugar and Molasses
' in One of the Adjoining Buildings.

“BURNING A HOLE IN THE NIGHT”

Magnificence and Terror of
the Startling Scene.

SIGHTS AND SENSATIONS.

The Fierce Glare Lighting the Bay
& and__llarbor for ]li_!ea.
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TIIE FIRE STAYED.

At abou. two o'clock yesterday afternoon three
Puccessive alarms on the church bells were rang in
the city of Brooklyn, and a few moments later sev:
eral fire-steamers were dushing through the streets
at the top of thelr gpeed towards the Atlantic
docks, where the furies of flame were already at
work end menacing feariul havoe with their flery
swords and withering breatn., It scemed as if a
#park or burning brand had been Dblown by the
*salt sea hreezes” from the desolated district of
Boston, after which vhe dread splrits of destruce-
tion had leaped up from the blackened ruins to
follow them and had alighted upon the most com-
bustibie spot along the shores of tiue New York
Bay, where

TOE DEVIL'S DANCE OF THE FLAMES
was immediately commenced. From some cause,
mhich, 88 is usual in soch caser, 8 just now un-
known, something in the wooden elevator of the
#tores of Mesars, Woodrul™ & Robinson, at the cor-
peor of Amily street and the water frontage, became
ignited and withiu a quarter of an hour there was
a farioua crackling of dry timbers, and the lurid
tongues of the delighted demons of the fire darted
up to the sky and sent a turill of wild excltement
through the whole city and the downtown portion
of New York., Going down Broadway in a stage,
when Bowling Gireen was reached, the whole of the
startling secene burst upon the vision. 1t was also
Pplainly seen from the ferryboats that were crossing
the water to or from Staten Island and Brooklyn.
The sky was ploasant, and a stil breeze was blow-
ing from the routhenst, which wuas keen and cold,
and made one ahiver spasmodically ; but the sight of
the red mountain of fire that stood out aguinst the
Deights of Brooklyn, on which was fonght Greenc's
stern struggle in the Revolution, warmed every
one Info a heat of excitement, Soon could
be weeen througs of people gathering on
the wharves, with white faces lighted and
reddened by the lurkd ftemes; then the engines
rapidly arriving and taking thelr positions, the
firenien busily running hither and thither and rear-
ing Jadders against the burning walls; the sireams
of water turned upon the fierce farnace, which wue
now raging; the siril whistles for fuel from the
eugines and the bright spacks [rom their smoke-
stacks that filled the air like tiny rockets with thelr
sheeny brilliancy.
THE CONFLAGRATION GREW IN MAGNIFICENCE

a8 It grew In danger, and the multitnde of spec-
tators that formed o dense mass around the
tmmenge bullding gradually fell back with |o-
voluntary lerror a8 the heal became more and
more Intense, The lessons of Chicago and
Boston are not calcalated Lo causc  disasters
of this kind in thelr beginnings to be looked
wW|pon lghtly, and but for A determined and wise
oourse in battling with the fire yesterday the whole
of the district of warehouses near the Atlautic
Basin might be in Names al this momeut. The
mnoke rolled In black, heavy volumes upward
toward the zenith, the blazing roar of the tremen-
dons bins of grain could be heard across the waves,
and the dall sonuds ol falling foors and timbers
ross above all other nolscs and swmole the ear with
8 melancholy significauce.

Al half-past funr a great shower of burning cin-
ders was harled np from the middle of the building
like a torrent of lava from the red-mouthed crater
9! a Vesuvius,

As the afternoon verged intothe twilight aud
after the parting rays of the sun that were refected
In  roseate tints in the west had  faded,
the plow of the fre colored the clouds that
hung on the horizon with rieh hues that uwounted
upward redder and more intense, as i the whole
©f the occldenial sky were bathed in a stream of
blood. The harbor was lighted hy the umnsual
beacon, that seemed to Lespeak wome terrible and
mnusnal danger 1o wll marinera approaching the
@lery mput thut “burned & hole In the nigut’ to
warn them away. The jagged columns of smoke
that seemed to support the dark sky were falntly
colored with the red skeeu of the flames, and loug
after eundown the scene was beautiful and fascl.
Bating, aithough so ter:ibly suggestive,

Ag midnight approached the scene of the con-
fingrauon still presenied o picture of red, leaping
Rames, durk, lowering cloads of smoke, aud the
firemen were stilat work, although It was faily
ander ihelr control,

The Beginning and Progress of the Fire,
The fire, early In the afternoon, when it first
bursl out &t the northern end of the Iwmenge
block of store hovses used by Messrs, Woodmir &
Robinson, raged al 4 fuvious rate, the piles of grain
that were Iying In 1he elevator burning with fear-
fol rapidity. Within & quarter of an hour it com.
municated 1o Lie interior of the store itsell, The
grain wineh was bere stored amounted to about
alx hundred thousaud bushels, 1t was oats, wheat
and bariey, amd 118 valne alone was probably more
Aban halt a million of dollrs,
! THR BAURR VOKACITY OF THE FLANES
pow sccmaed Whthoul botade. aod Wikk Jurious

“ I N _1‘“':“
|
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Yhelf MOv Tongues ncken ine mwon shutters
of the windows and Lhey warped llke rubber, broke
from their hi and fell, with a lond clang, to the

thin the fire ran from plie {0 pile of
until the whole of the vast foors of the
building were burning. The heat, which from
most Intense, grew greater
and Yum. and about half-past four the surround-
ing structures, even where a street intérvened be-
tween them amd the hecame so hot that it
wus ne to turn streams of water upon them
to prevent their catching the fames. A l0W wooden
shed extends along Amity street, opposite the
barn building. On |t8 roof uui along 1
southern mde were u’nbmd groupa
and between it and the storehouse
standing on the ﬂllu of lumber and which lay
on the wharl, soon bhecame A torture to con-
tinoe in these positions, and when the crowd re-
treated and two hose were turned upon the build-
ing the water, on coming in contact with the wood
ml,y evaporated and rose up in white clouds of
[

ALONG THE WHARVES

in front of the stores of Woodruff & Robinson three
steamers Were early stationed to pump water upon
the fire from the y and four tugboats lying in
the slips set their ﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁl at work and threw
werlul streams through the windo which hau
ched opeén by the firemen of the hook
and ladder companies. Along Amity street
two steamera were employed and hose were
stretched across the roof@ of the lower bulldings
tothe rear of the burning storchouse. Steamer
No. 5 stood at the foot of Pgollln street and No, 12
at the corner of Columbia, and the hose of both
extended a distance of nearly twoe blocks. They

drew their water from the city fancets.

ON CONGI
engines Nos. 1 and 2 were stationed, “thu'rom this
poiot the labors of the firemen co Tlﬁh’:ld
with advantage as the wind blew the heate r
toward the northwest, Ladders were planted on
the low roofs of the warehouses in the rear of the
largest on® which wod burning, and from these

other ladders reached to the top of the

which face omn the river and
on ty street. On Columbia street there is
& pork-packing establishment, to keep the ]

p

from which lﬁle utmost efforta were used, An iron
window on the south side of the lai storehounse
‘Wae broken open, and through it a ng stream
Wa8 poured. The roof upon \{‘I;lcg rt%a‘ fifemend
yorked govere igiénge Atore of sugar and
molnages, which, from the commencement pf the
ﬁ;e. b!;e:e conl:imaally being removed by thé ru oTH
of about one hundr, er roof near
Amity street anovtgﬂmﬂetg&m of firemen

1;:&1r u}wo streams intg the flames, At about
ree ¢'clock

AN EXPLOBION
of the heated air and es confined in the top
floor of the blazing bullding

oceurred, and hurled
the roof in a thousand fr nta into the air, and
some of latter struck and injured three of thg firg.
men, who were trying with hooks gnd axes to cut
apertures in the metal, thréugh which they might
fight the fire with greater success. They were,
however, able to leave the bulldings without aid,
and the conflagration shortly arfterward was appa.-
ently more fully under control, aa five streams ar
once were poured from the top upon the furnace of
ore, that was now bounded by

THE FOUR NAKED WALLS.
Bt at every moment tke danger of Its apreading
would seem imminent, and later an incident oc-
curred which caused suddenly augmented alarii,
The heavy brick wall against which the elevator
had stood, on the north side, and where the fines
were fiercest,
FELL OVER WITH A OREAT CRASH,

and after it slid several thourand bushels of grain
the greater part of which went into the water and
sunk hissing and hot to the bottom. BSome, how-
ever, was arreated by the string-piece of the wharl
and remained plled up in & huge mass under the
black and ruined débris of the fallen wall. The
steamtugs John Fuller and Seneca crawled up over
the mud inthe slip on this side and hose were
altached to their donkey pumps and used with
great soccess,

Along the water front engines Noa. & @, 8, 11 and
0 played upon the hot walld and through the win-
dows, and at fve o'clock there were employed on
this glde no less than nine streams ponring upon
the flames, fomr of which were supplied by the
steambouty al the dqqks.

e Ry -
The ConflAgratiofl ht Its Helght.

At this time the greatest volume of fire was in
warchouse “'P," where the Damer were first dis
covercd. This faccs the river and extends along
Amity street,. The fames gradually extended to
warehouse  “J,"  adjoining, the interior
of which wad soom & great barning
mass, The iron shutters of both buildings were
forced open and the flames burst through
the windows and shot upwards to the roof. Four
steady streams were direeted at the burniag build-
ings from the wharf, where five engines were lo-
cated. Dave McConnell had charge of No. &8
stream—the strongest—which shot up with power-
ful force over the edge of the roof and fell on the
fiames within, Both of the burning buildings were
of brick, four stories in height, and covered an
area of 130x200 feet, Adjoining warehouse ‘4"
and on the Congrees street corner 18 a three story
gtory brick warchouse, both owned and occupied
by Messrs. Woodrufl & Robinson. The building was

ETORED WITH BUGAR,
which the men began to remove Lo the street ae
BOOW A8 the fire began to spread. It was feared at
one time that this stroctare would also be de-
stroyed, but owing to the eirenuous exertions of
the firemen the flames were confined to ware-
houses “P" and “J.'™ Directly in the rear of this
coruer warchouse, which is known as warehouse
“A," and on Congress street, Chiel Engineer

Nevins and Commissioner Brown were stationed
for a while. A section offiremen were ordered to the
lace, and ascending to the roof of some low brick
mlldfnsn connected with the warchouse they were
enabled to pour several strong streams on the
bulldings just in the rear ot the fire, These were
Bates' pork gnuk ing establishiuent, which extends
from Columbia street back towards the river to
warchonse “P." When the walls of warchouse P
on the Amity street side fell in with §
A TREMENDOUS CRASH

the wharf in the immediate vicinity was a scene of
great excitement. Then it woas reported among
thie immense crowds of people asgembled on Colum-
bia street that several Aremen had been buried be-
neath  the ruins,  This  proved
bui  several  fremen  had 4 narrow  escape
friom injury, They saw the walls beginning
to  topple, and hastily retreated towards the
whari, but before they reached there the thunder
ol the Mlling muss  deafened them, and the famne
that durted from the roinsg increased the lurid
glare that (it up the streets awd harbor for & great
distance aronnid, The fircmen brovely returned to
their work, and an Inereased voluwe of water was
poured on the burning mass,

e steamtugs 5. B, Babcock, John Faoller, Tda L.
Tebho and the police boat Seneca came alongside
the wharl, and added to the streams Low bpouring
inko the burning bulldings mom the river side,

By thia time the interior of warehouse """ was
protuy well burned out, and the flames began Lo
deerzase there o little, but warchouse *J"" was then
completely enveloped, 'The firemen had long eince
geen that it would be

IMPOSKRIBLE TO SAVE ANYTHING

of etther of (he structures, and their great effort
oW wild 1o prevent o further spreading of the fire.
This, it has en  stated, they succeeded in doing,
They had the wind against them in their work. A
fresh breege (rom the river fanned the flame and
carried it over towards the buildings facing m}

0

to be false,

Columbia street, but there a band
trusty men were working to repel its prog-
ress,  Miillons of sparks flew about in the

ail and settled in street and housetop in the vi-
cinity. On Columbla street, opposite the fire, there
were rows of rotten and rickety tenements, the
occupants of which were terrified lest they should
be burned out ol house and home, The sparks that
fell upon the rools, however, were promptiy extio-
guishesd by men who had
RALLIED TO PRESERVE THE PROPERTY,

and the spread of the fire was thereby averted.

The streets about the scene of the contiagration
at this time were jammed by the motley crowds of
people who Inbabit that Githy locality and hun-
dreds of others who bad come from all parts of the
city. There was a strong police force present,
under the cammand of the veteran inspector, John
&, Folk, and Captain Ferry, ol the Butler
street station house, Who Kkept clear working
room for the tiremen. Mayor Powell and County
Judge Moore lingered about the fire for a short
time and then departed,

The horsee were Immedhately detached from the

fire apparatus upon their  arrival, ecarefully
blanketed, and then led up and down the
street by their keepers. Mr, Arthur Quinn, who

has cnarge of the horses of the departinent, was
on the ground and directed his attention to the
care of the aulmals, The most of the horges of the
department were gufferers by the recent horse epi-
demie, and some of them have not yet recovered,
and great care has to be exercised in thelr treat-
ment.

The Losscs,

The reporter met Mr, Franklin Woodruf, one of
the proprictors of the stores, who was then wit-
nessing the destruction of the property. He
gtated that all they owned in the buroing bulldings
was the machinery, which he wvalued at about
$60,000, 1t was Insured for nearly its full valne in

New York and Brooklyn companies. No Boston
companies are involved. The buildings “P" and
1 were owned hy Mr. Willlam Beard and were
ingnren for abont 80,000, They contained at the
thme the fire broke out several hundred thousand
bushels of grain belonging to different parties,
littie or none of which was saved,
MR. WOODRUFF
estimated the value of the grain at abont forty
thousamd dollars, It was probably Insured when
it was put in bond. Mr. Woodraff =ald thav the
firm owned the three story warehouse (A" on the
corner of Congress street and the wharl, and val-
ned at §40,000, Neither the bulliting nor g con-
tents were njured, Most of the contents were
removed in anticipation that that builiing wonld
algo be burned. 'I‘I’u‘ firm had o thelr employ 100
wen, AL the tine the fie broke out the mon were
engagod 1 unios. g the ship Artiat,
MR. WRAKD'S IHBTRANCES,
Mr, Williap beard, the owuer vl wirchiouse PV

'n‘llglm.mu and gradually began to decrease.
0

and “3." which were completely destroyed, stated
that his loss would be about §150,000, The property
was insured as follows:—Fireman's Insuravce
Company, $12,500; Merchants', $12,000; Na=san,
$10,000;" Pheeuix,  $10,000; Atna, of Hartlord,
$10,000; Mterling, $10,000 and auother company,
the name of which he did not then recollect. The
total amonnt of insurance 18 about $80,000, leaving
i clear 1oss of §100,000,

The Origin of the Fire.

Fire Marshal Keady was p and pr
to make an investigation as to the origin of the
fire, He found Michael Early, an employé¢ on the
premises, who stated that about two o'clock he
Baw a fire on the third story of warehouse “P," at
which time the oil which was used for the iy wheels
was hnrmn}f on the floor. The wood work was also
nnml%f.. o fire was used on that foor. Early
immediately ran and informed the loreman, Thomas
Foley, of the fire, There was no one smoking in
that part of the building, for there was no one
there but himaelf, and heé does not emoke at all.
The machinery was runoing and bhe was olling it at

the tlme,
THE FOREMAN'R BTORY.

Thomas Pol?. the foreman, made this state-
ment;—*The fire commenced on the third foor,
under the main shafting. My attention bein
culled to it by one of the workmen, I ran down an
threw a pail of water on it, but 1t had got too much
headway, and 1 could not put it out. The belting
took firé, and I then gave a general alarm among
the men. The fames spread wery rapidly, there
being a great dralt in the stairway, where we oiled
the machinery. Iecannot tell what caused the fire,
We had o gas light there, but it was protected by o
plece of tin. That ia a1l I know about it,”

Beenes and Incidents.

The Fire Department, under Chief Enginer
Neving, was managed admirably., There were
eleven steamers at work, one of which—No, 12,
Foreman John Kelly—was summoned from the
Eastern alstriet, 'The horses made the run from
the engine house corner of North Ninth and Becond
Breeta to the fire, a distance of over four miles, in
thivty mlnultes.” The Chiens Assistant, John Swmith,
of the Eastern district, was also on Land.

A CABUALTY.

A case of personal Injury occurred early in the
courge of the excitement which is of & ueplorquo
nature., Terence Corrigan, of 9§ Amily 8lrect, an
employé of Woodruff & Robinson, while endeavor-
ing to escape from the burning building, fell from
8 third story window and received a fracture of a
thigh. He was rng rﬁo the Long Island Collcge
Bospltllx:yapo et Ofleer, R RS

FIE RUINS LAST NIGHT,

The flames were completely under con:ﬁ-ol thy
Yy len
ock last night nothing remained of the two
bulldings but a portion of the walls and a smoul-
dering, smoking mass within, Immense crowds of
people lingered about the vicinity far into the
night, commenting upon the great destruction of
property. A portion of the flremen retired
about eight o'clock, but several streams of
water were kept playin on the ruains
all pight. A sufficlent guard of police was also re-
talned to protect the property which hadd been re-
moved from warehouse “A'" and other premises 1n
the vicinity from the gangs of thieves who always
rowl about the ruins ol a great fire, The tug-
ats, which had rendered valuable assistunce to
the firemen, retived aiter the labor of extinguish-
ing the fames had been accomplished; the thun-
der and rattle of the steam engines, which almost
denfened the bystanders during the progress of the
confagration, suddenly decreaged into what was a
murmur when compared with the crash of the pre-
vious six hours, and the wearied firemen departed
from the place, leaving a falthful few of their num-

ber to guard against & renewal of the Aames.

?EOG_@.E_BB OF THE BLOWING UP SCHEME.

Mr. W-i'ldllil.m E. Dodge, chairman of the meeting
held in the rooms of the Chamber of Commerce on
the 11th instant, appointed the following named
gentlemen yesterday a8 a committee authorized at
that time to take measures for the establishment

of u Board of Engineers, with legal powers to take
possesgion of and blow up bulldings, during a gen-
eral conflagration ;(—

George T, Hope, Continental Fire Insurance Com-
pﬂl.‘:,\f.

James M, Halsted, American Fire Insurance Com-

pany.
Jumes M. McLean, Citizens' Fire .Insurance Com-
v

1y,
Fronels 8. Lathrop, Union Mutual Fire and Ma-
rine Insurance Company,
I, Gurrigue, Germania Fire Insurance Company.
Allved Pell, Jr., Liverpool, London and Globe Fire
Insurance Compuuy.
Henry A, Oakley, Howard Fire Insurance Com-

any.
- A. B, McDonald, Royal! Fire Insurance Company.
Carlisle Norwood, Lorillard Fire Insurance Com-

pany,
Thomas F. Jeremiah, Pacific Insurance Company.

THE WEATHER.
WAR DEPARTMENT, }

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER,
WASHINGTON, D. U,, Nov. 16—1 A, M.

Nynopsis for the Past Twenty-four Hours,

The barometer continues high on the Gulf and
South Atlantie, and with generally clear weather
and northerly to westerly winds from the Lower
Lakes to the coasts of New England and the Middie
Btates; light variable southwesterly to north-
westerly winds and partly cloudy weather, with
heavy snow on Eastern Lake Erie; in the North-
wesi and on the Upper Lakes and thence to the
Ohio Valley clondy weather, southerly wimls veer-
ing o northwesterly to Dakota,

Provabilities.

For the Nortliwest, the Upper Lakes and thence
to the Ohlo River, winds veering to northwesterly,
with partly clouly but clearing cold weather; in
the Gulf and Seuth Atlantic Stateg westerly to
northerly winds and clear weather; on the Lower
Lakes westerly winds, diminlshing pressure and
clearing weather; tn New England and New York
pouthwesterly veering to northwesterly winds and
partly clomly weather, with possibly oceasional
Hght gnow In the western portion; in the Middie
Rtates soutn of New York, southwesterly winds
and ¢lowiy weather in the alternoon.

The Wenther in This City Yesterday.

The following record will show the changes in
the temperature for the past twenty-four hours in
comparison with the correspondiog day of last
~}-wr', a¢ ingicated by the thermometer at Hudnut's
harmacy, HERALD Bullaing :—

871, 187 1871, 18'.:.’1.

JAM...... veve #1 92 200 P M...... 50
BAM.......... 41 83 G6P.M......... 45 8
QA M...oovvnns 42 U P M. A a7
12 M.oivivsvenssy 48 3 BPRM.... .04 “
Average temperature yesterday. ........o000.. 863
Average temperature for corresponding date
last year...... R G R AR R Ry

PIGEON SHOOTING.
——
Splendid Matches Yesterday at East New
York=The Jerome Versms the Long
Island Gun Clubs=Colonel Hatch Beats
Mr. Ireby by 356 to 30=The Sccond Con=-
teat Between Messrs. De Forrest and

Jafiray.

Beveral gentlemen of the Jerome and Long
Island Gun clubs epent a very pleasant day at
Dexter's—Hiram Woodruf™s old place—near East
New York, yesterday, witnessing the pigeon
shooting match between MNr. Ireby, of the
Jerome Club, and Colonel Sam Hatch, of New

Orleans. ‘The maten was for fifty single birds,
for $100 asine, with 1!; ox. shot, Mr, Ireby giving
the Colonel seven yarda; or, in other wonds, while
Colonel Hatch was shooting at 18 yards, Mr, Irehy
was shooting at 25 Hoth gentlemen did some
good shooting. Colonel Hateh, being favored with
very casy incoming birds, took a decided lead at the
start, and kept it, so that when 46 birds had been
shot at he had & clean lead of 6 birde, when Mr,
Ireby resigned. The following is
THE SCORE,

John E, Treby—Twenty-five yards—1,1,1,0,0,1
6,01,1101,001,10,001,1,1,1 110, 1,0,
LLLL1L 0, 000, 1,1, 00,1, Killed 50,
missed 16,

Colonel Hatch—Eighteen yards—1,1,9,1,1,1, 1,
LL14,1,LL,0010,1,1,1,1,L,1,L0,1,0,1, 1,1, 1,
LLol 6001100610 1 Kiled b,
missed 1o,

Umpire for Mr, Ireny -H, 8, Jaﬂ'rn]y.

Umpire for Colonel Hateh—W, 8, P'arks,

Referee—B, L, De Forrest,

Alter the above match Mr, Jaffiray and Mr. De
Forrest entered into a match for §100 aside, at
25 mingle birds, 80 yards boundary, with 1} oz, ghot,
ench using nler: guns—that {8 to gay, guns that
nelther had previously shot with, In that Mr. Jaf-
fiay was not at home, and was beaten by o score
of 16 10 12 gut of 20. The tollowing Is

'i'lw fcuns.

B. L. De Porrest—1, 1, 6,1, 0,1,1,1,1, 1,1, 1,1, 1,
1, 1, 0, 1, 1, 0—Killed 16, missed 4.

1. & Jaffray—o, 1, 1,0, 1, 1, 0,1, 1,1, 1, 6, 1, 0, 1, 0,
1, 0, 1, 0=Kitled 12, migsed 8,

Umplre for DeForrost—W, 8, Parks,

U'mpire for Jaffray—Mr. Polkemue,

Releree—Coloael 8, Hateh,

Traps and Triggers at Tronton.
TRENTON, Nov. 18, 1872,
There was a splendid pigeon shooting mateh here
on (uintin’s track Lo-day, between Mr, Spittle, of
Philudelphia, and Mr, lolt, of Trenton,  The matoh

Wan for $200 aside, cach to shoot at 21 single birds,
The wenather was good, there wins o conslderable
crowd of specintors present and o good deal of bet-
blig varried e Holt kilied 18 sud Spitue A7 wirds,

RED-HANDED MURDER.

——

Tragical Termination of a Divoree
Suit—Another Man Shot
Dead on the Stairs,

Judge Sutherland’s Last Ref-
erence Case.

s il

James C. Hing, Lawyer and De-
fendant, Pistols Hig Wife's
Witness, A. F. O'Neill.

— i fp— —

“LYNCH HIM! LYNCH HIM!”

History of n Tragical Divorce Suit—Antecedents
and Charactar of the Murderer and Murdered
Man—S8cene of the Dreadful Occurrence—
Blood Among the Bankers and Brok-
ero—A Boy Witness—Judge Suth-
erland's Acgount of the Mur«
der and What Led To It,

Anthony F. 0'Neill was shot dead at half-past
two o'clock yesterday allernoon, on the stalrway
of the bullding No. 42 Pine street, in this city, by
James ¢, King. Al the facts and cireumstances at
present known go to prove that a more cold-
bloodeq, foul and dastardly murder was never com-
mitted even in this city, where the coolest and
most atrocions murders have come 10 be considered
almost every tlﬂf geeurrenges,

THE MURDERER
in this case, James . King, i= a lawyer, residing
ths he prtated) at 148 Bast Seventeenth street, in
this city, He ig about thirty years ofage and came
here some years ago from Callfornia. He married
an amiable and accomplished lady in San Francisco,
wihoge beauty 18 still something to wonder at; but
soon after the marriage, it |8 stated, his vielons
hablts and still more vicious temper brought trou-
ble and difficulty and all manner of unpleasantness
Letween him and the partner of b9 bosom, There
were brawls without eénd and seenes of erimnastion
and recvimination Leiween them in public, while
the abuse and ill-treatment which she received in
private at the hands of her “natural protector”
are chorvacterized as atrocious In the extreme,
Some yearg gince they removed 1o shig city, he
bringiong with him a
UHARACTER AND RECORD OF
antecedents which no good citizen conld envy. 1t
I8 known that his wife was not the ouly victim of
hig bad temper and evil disposition, He was
quarrelsome (o an unbearable degree with every-
body who was unfortunale enongh to have any-
thing to do with him, and he never hesitated to
resort to the use of the knife or the pistol for the ad-
Jjustment of g never-ending “misunderstandings,’’
He Lag been even known to boast of L ¢xploite in
thia direction, and it Ie recollected that his boasts
are justified 1o the exXtent of at leagl shooting one
man dead 'n the Sandwich Islands, and getting into
durance vile for an attempt on the lte of another
in San Franclseo, whence he goon alterwards found
it healthy to emigrate. Huch 8 hig general charae-
ter, a8 related yesterday by those of his acquaint-
ances who visited the
BCENE OF THE TRAGEDY
and the New gtrect police station, where the mur-
dered man and his murderer were both conveyed,
One respeciable-looking gentleman, who did not
give hie nume, and whio had been thus relating his
reminiscenees of King to Inspector Walling at the
statlon honge, was admitted to the cell of the
prigoner “to see if It wag the same man® he had
been telling of, He soon roturned, saylog, '“Yes,
glr, that's the man exactly.”

Aflter King and his wife had removed to this city
their wedded life beeame no more pleasunt than
before; in fact, their miscries had greatly in.
creascd. He treated her to every conceivable de-
geription of contumely and crueity, and adminis-
teéred all sorts of punishment, from neglect and
starvation to the most brotal and cowardly specics
of persgonal vivlence. This

THE UNFORTUNATE WOMAN
bore with, until it at last became positively unbear-
able; #o, in the long run, shie had a soit for di-
vorce mstituted, on the ground of eruel and inliu-
man trestment,

The case was handed over to Judge Josiah Suth-
erland (hl.}ll.y Judge elect) as referee, and it hoaa
been ou hearing before him for tie past few days at
hig chambers in the vuilding 42 Pine street, One of
the scenes of the alieged “cruelty and inhuman
treatment’ 18 a house owned by King, at Turner’s
Station, on the Erte Rullrond, aud others are differ-
ent places on the Ine of the same rogd, Among
the principal witnesses for the plaintit ino the case
(Mrs, King) were Mr. Authony F. O'Neill, at one
time a detective and recently o freight master on
the Hrie road, and his wife, both of whom, it seews,
Lad frequently witnessed the most brutul assanlts
perpetcated by King on the persoa of hig beautiful
wife, Their

EVIDENCE BEFORE THE WEFERKE

was conelusive and damning, and upon it Judge
Butherland, it was supposcd, had decided to grant
the divorce sought, Iy may here be stated that
King hud fl-ralmllg time pretended (hat an im-
proper intimicy which he =npposed to have loug
existed between Mr, O'Neill and Mrs, King was
one of the grounds on which he tried to Justifly his
unmanly conduct; but the testimony of Mr., and
ern. O'Neill and others complerely exploded that
dea.

Ahiout half-past two o'clotk yesterday the hear
ing of the case was coucluded jn Judge Suther-
land's chembers, aud the partiey concerned and
the witnesses took their departore, O'Nelll was
nteppll‘% slowly down the second flight of stalrs,
with both hands in his pockets, as if searching for
hia gloves, when a pistol ghot was fired behind
him. The ball entered his back, & few inchen to the
left of the spinal ehord and little above the leit hip.

THE WOUNDED MAN
turned hurriedly around, just in time to behold
King stanlllu¥ at the top of the stalr landing with
a pistol in his hand, and again levelled at the
victim. The miscreunt fired a second tiine, but
migsed his alm, the bullet entering and imbedding
{tself in the wall, The wonnded man had advanced
two steps toward his assallant when
THE VILLAIN FIRED AGAIN
and then ran back through the ball and up the
next Aight of stalrs, The last bullet struck O'Neill
on the right lapel of the overcoat he wore, and
passed through it in n downward and slanting i-
rection, and through the corresponding portions of
g inside coat, veat, shirt and undershirt, and en-
tered hig body about two Inehes to the right of the
medial ling, plainly pursuing 1ts conrse directly to
his heart,
onslaught, notwithstanding We reception of two
such irightful wounds, and though by oo means
man of great physical strength or powerlul vitality,
suceeeded in reachlnﬁ the top of the stalrway,
where his muarderer had stood, and rushed into
room No, 8, on the same landing, occuplea by Mr.,
Quick a8 one of his law chambers, Here the
wounded man dropped Into a chalr, his eyes start-
ing from their sockets, is face as pale as marhle,
and his wild stare directed towards the door, After
@ hurd gtruggie he Fnt out the words,
‘I AM BHOT "

bat falled to utter another ayllable distinctly. In
o lew moments he fell heavily on the foor, where
hie lay about twenty minutes, at the end ol which
he breathed hig last, A= goon as life was decidedly
extinct & streteher was procured by the police
and the corpse was carried to the First precinct
police station, in New street,

After the llring n4 has been sald, King rughed np
stalra to the third floor and entered the chambers
of Judge Butheriand, to whom he handed a medium
sized Smith & Wesson revolver, three barrels of
which had been discharged, The dregdiul state of
consternation into which this Jprucemling threw
the venerable Judge, after he had heard the firing
on the statrs, may well be imagined, King then
entered another room and locked the duor after
him on the Inside,

Meailime a memn&er Ivoy, ahout fifteen years
of age, eMm 10&91 In Judge Sutherland’'s ofice, had
heen comll! P the lower fight of stairs, which Le
had reacbed just in tie

TO WITNESS THE FIRING

of the third shot, He promptly ran back and into
the street, where he met Ofcer Metibney, to
whom he hurriedly related the terrible occurrence
he had wituessed, The ofcer al once iecom-
panied the hoy and proceeded UE staire to the
apartment of Judge Sut!erland, who pointed to
the door which the murderer had entered, AL this
the oficer knocked, but recetved no answor, Then
lie burst In the door and found Kiug alone ingide,
wiho surrendered without a word or another re.
sisting movement, The ofMeer then conveyed his
prisoner down stalrs, passing the door in which
the murdered man was at that moment expiring.
Wlmln they reached the wtreet door they cncount-
ered

A TERRIFIC BOENE,
The street along the entire lengih of the block

was Uled Ly w viosely packed crowd of wen ja

1e unfortanate victim ol this atrocious |

every stage of excitement, who had already heard
of the murder and were fwmiliar with its distard]
nature. A few moments bofore the officer h
come down with his prisoner the crowd had some-
how concelved the idea that they had already come
out, and & rush was made towards the t where
the wretch wis su pposed to be walking, but fortu-
Dately the alarm proved to be a (alse one, lor the
cry of “Lynch him, lynch him," had passed from
mouth to mouth, at first Inaldw tone and after-
wards in un open roar. The cry, however, was
#till kept up, and such EXPresslons am “'1s hanging
E:narad out In New York !I" “ls thia to be another

sanity dodge ¥ “Will we wat for another

e 1" &o,, mlfeht. he plainly heard in
every direction. This stale of excliement wan at
its helght when Oficer McGibney and his prisoner
reached the front stoo
THE INTELLIGENT POLICEMAN

comprehended the whole danger at & glance, and,
with marvellous adroitness, managed to puss
through a portion of the crowd with his com-

anlon, witheut exciting any suspiclon &8 to who

hey were. They succeeded In reaching the New
atréet station heuse, by a roundabout route, un-
moleated.

When the oMeer first lald hands on Kmq the lat-
ter appeared quite cool and nonchalant in his man-
ner and continued so during his hasty trip down
#tairs; but when he reached the frout stoop and
saw the threatening faces of that terrible and
angry crowd—none of whom happened, fortu-
nately, to recognize him—his face turned llvid, his
limba trembled and his whole frame shook vio-
lently. When he had safely passed through the
door of the Atatlon house, however, hls coolness re-
turned and he agsumed an air of

UNCONUERN THAT WAB BMOCKING

to those who knew the dreadful position he ocen-
Em:a. He walked through the pus:ge way into
he large back room leading towards the cells
with the air of 3 man who piiied the capturing
officer for being compelled to go through the dis-
agreeable labor of aresting persons like him to no
purpose. He was nlenntﬂ; dressed In an ex-
pensive light-colored overcoat, turned down with
#llk to match, underneath which wasa rioh suit
of broadceloth, A heavy gold wateh guard crossed
his vest, ‘and h? twirjed a fanecy gold-headed cane
in a decidedly foppieh nidnner, He i85 o slightly-
built man, ol medium size, with a pale, delicate
fuce and hair and beard of & light reddish color,
It may be here stated that he was known for some
YeArs as & wealthy broker in Broad street, and
Was once @ 1aw partner in the firm to which Fdwin
James belonged when that notorione and not too

ruteful Engllahman was a member of the New

ork bar. When King answered the few formal

ueations asked of him at the atation and stated
that his address was 140 East Beventeenth street,
in this clt{ (though, it may be remarked, the Di-
rectory falld (o corroborate that statement) he
walked lewsurely, still

TWIRLING 1118 ELRGANT CANE,

through the long back room towards the cells,
nodding pleasantly by the way o one or two per-
BOLS Wiom he beileved to be personal acquaints

3

o'clock P. M. There were prescnt Mre, King and
two other lndles, Mr, King, My, 0'Nclll and himsel!
Wudge sutherland),

WNEILL'E TESTIMONY,

Mr, (O'Neill was a very haudsome looking man,
moderately tall and of gentlemanly ment,
He was dressed very neat and gave his testi.
mony lke & man of d education and refine-
ment, All that he salil i his testimony againsi
King went to prove the immoral, irre us and
viclous character of the latter—a circumstance
which, no doubt, might have been instrumental in
inciting King to revenge, although, while the evi-
dence was being taken, he never srowed any symp-
tomsa of uneasincss to indicate the accomplishment
of the viclous act lie was probably contempl
He sat at his (Judge Sutherland’s) left hand in the
office at one end of the table, while the othed
parties mentioned above sat at the other end. Aften
the ¢ ision of the evid all stood up and left
HERRENI IS RO

or ]
jand) heard Miidioedh coilbaian
THIER PISTOL SAOTS IN SUCCESSION,
and on his rising to see what was the matter ha
met King walking In rapidly (not rumning, as h
Leen roperied), holding a revolver Ln his han
thuh he progented to Judge Sutherland, BAyIngy

Judfel. you can have this,”" The Judge took tha
Elstci1 eft King in the offiee and went immediate!
0 ol & policeman. When he returned King h
eft the oftice, had entered the adjoining room and
ocked the door on himself, which the polivemamn
finaily burst open, and ook the &uqim culprit 1w
custody, He (Judge Sutherland) thought there
was something scrions at the bottom of all,
belng asked by the rl-gormr It there was anything
In the evidence which indicated King's jealousw
with 0’'Neill, he gaid there was not n singlé fact to
show anything of the kind, after which the reporter
bade His Honor good night and leit him to the en-,
Jjoyment of his dreams,

FIRE AND WATER.

—

(O

i/
Correspondence Between Gemeral Shaler and

Civil Engineer Craver nss to Water Bupply
for Fires—The City *‘gjgs Not Bufficient
in Emergency—MNo w. ty in Get-

ting a Bupply from Mhe Ocean,
—ly,

The following corresponden” :'Mtweun General
Shaler, of the Fire Departmein, and A, W, Craven,
Civil Engineer, throws some light on several of tha
questions that have Leen ocenpying public attens
tion since the occurrence of ghe Boston flre:—

GENERAL SHALER TO ENGINEER CRAVEN, -
New Yous, Dee, 30, 1871,
A. W, Opaven, Esq., Civil Engineer, &0, —

ances, and dsappesred finally, with a8 alry a grace
a8 if he were the president of some claritable
Bociety on a merciiul vislt to an erring and un- |
fortunate prisoner, Indeed, somebody reémarked |
that his whole dress and appesrance betokened
those of & man who had that morning prepared |
to distinguish himsell and got himesell up specially
for the oceasion, Anuther bystander thought e
recognized the prigoner as 4 nephew of Mr, Hunt,
of Hunt's Merchunts' Magoazine,

The [irlsaucr King, had scarcely dimrmnrod
within the corrldor leding to the cells when the
station house was surrounded by almost the sape
crowd that had gathered at the seene of the tragedy
a few moments beforg, It had followed the squad
ol policemen who came slong

BEARING THE DEAD poDY
of the mardered man on a streteher from  Pine
street to the atation honse, The stretcher was ldd
with its burden in the corridor, in rear of the
large hack room of the station, within a lew yards
of the cell where the murderer was locked up. A
white sheet govered the body, and when it was re-
moved there appearcd tie viglhd ieatures ol a dell-
giate-lookimg man aboul thirty-five years of age,
with short, fair hair, close t'-l'o]l{led tall beard of a
gimilar color and glmr{lly chigelled featurgs. ‘Lhe
body appeired to be that ol a4 very respéctuble
man, It was neatly dregsed in a light overcoat
slmilar to that worn by the prisoner, and cont aned
vest of blue diagonal, white shirt, with heavy gold
studs, and white swanskin undershirt. Through
them all were plainly visible
THE TRACK OF THE BULLET

and the shirte were stalied with the blood that had
spurted through the biaek and somewhat jogged
liol® In the man's breast, .

Around the outside door of the station, and tock-

ing up New street completely, the crowd continuel | i

to gwell, rendering appronch most ditleult 1o the
sucoessful few and impossibile Lo many. Angry
and threatening expressions were frecly used, und
the police tloumd it necessary to tuke the strictest |
precuntions to guard against the admizsion of vio-
lently disposed persons into the statlon house, |
thios rendering access no cusy task tw rvoporters
and others who wanted admission on thetr legiti- ‘
mitte and proper husiness, Notwithstanding all
thig, the Inside ol the station was Glled with guite

# large gatnering, mainly of brokers aud mer- | !

chanls doing business in the neighborhood, many |
of wilom knew both or either of the parties, and
freely told each other all they knew about then,
A HOON &8 every group of two or three would pass
mito the narrow space where the body lay, view
the rigid features of the dead and pass out again,
they would at once open & quiet discussion on

THE COLD-BLOODED ATROCITY
of the murder and the probability of due punish-
ment following, and then specalste as to what
people were “going to do about it,”?  The informal
verdict rendercd by every one of these little volun-
teer juries was thut we may possily have a trinl
alter several months with a plea ol insunity, justi-
fication and seif-defence; then a disagreement of
the jury; then another trial after & few years, and
will hear no more aboul it, for “hanging 18 played
out in New York.”

Returning to the seene of the tragedy at 42 Pine |
atreet the reporter etil found a large crowd n
front thereof, with @ lawyer and a policeman on |
the stoop to prevent anybody from entering the
pullding. Brushing past thelr mighty wenknesses
the HERaLD man rushed up the stalrs, casting a
passing glance at

THE BULLET AOLE IN THE WALL,
and entered room No. &, the oilice of Mr, Quick,
where the mordered man dicd. Mr. Quick was
standing behind the ragling, looking slightly ex-
glied, nond go paralyzed frow the shock thut he felt
mimsell unequal to giving any detadled gecount of
the oceurrence,

IN JUDGE SUTHERLAND'S CHAMBERS ]
on the third floor & unmber of gentemen were [
gathered ronnd ntable, but they giso were 1n too |
great & Mlate of consternation to render them-
selves intelligible a@ ta what happened during, be-
fure or after the commission of the muvder,  Judge
sutheriand vanlsiied from the premiscs as 800N us
ne could recover his seattercd senses, and Mrs, |

Aunle T, King, the plaintin iu the t-be-memorable |

ciuke and “the primal, fatal cause of all” wis seen

to enter o carriage lmmedintely after the sthooting | distribntion powdo g the,
| sary, therefore, erhier o in

ookilg personage on the premi- | e presaidivbuion. o

08 was the bright-faced boy who alone saw the |

and drive 1'||||lrl|[y away, Heaven knows where, The
only couol-headed |

shooting, and him the reporter was procecding 1o

“interview'! when a peliceman entered, told the |

boy le was wauted and marched him off. J
I

The I"uiul. ‘!‘en-ﬂnmn;r.

Late last evening & HERALD reporter caliod on
Judge Sutherland at his reswdence, 336 Lexington
avenue, to learn the particulars which gave origin
to the lamentable whooting cuase, wiich Judge
Butherland gave as follows, condensing In his nar-
rative the whole evidence in connection with it:—

Y Mr. King," the Judge sald, “ was 4 min of ap-
parently about thirty years of age, and dressed yos-
terday as richly and neatly os any influential per-
sonage or millionnaire could wish o have been. Ie
Woe evidently a

MAN OF CULTURE AND REFINEMENT,
but he (Judge Sutheriand) could not
much for his moral  aud religious training
il he were to draw due inferences from
the evidence given ageinst him from time to time.
On the §th of September Jast & deposition was
made to him by his (King's) wife, with an order ol
references at the same time,  Subsequently, on or
about the 14th of October, snother deposition was
mn;luumr his wile again in the Supreme Court, 1o
whic

SHE CLAIMED THE CUSTODY OF HER CHILDREN,
on the grounds that her hosband, Mr. King, had
been dealing foully with her during the past louy i
or five years, and thist he was nota proper guurdian |
for her chidldren, The counsel for Mre. King wus
Mr. Irancis Dupignac and for Mr. King Messrs, |
Brown, Hall & Vanderpoel. The testimony given |
on the occasion was by the housekeeper, the sub-
stance of which ran as follows:—Mr. King was
married about five or eix years; he had three
children; his temper she (the gervant) had known
to be disagreeable, veoomous and dangerous, e
and his wife had eventually disagreed; the wife
then brought an action of imited divorce against |
him; he then algo brought a stmilar action ngainst
her, which came before the bench of the Supreme
Court, and now Mrs. King claimed in the present
nction the custody of her children. In the applica.
tion made yesterday belore Judge Sutherland

THE TESTIMONY IN REVERENCE TO TIHIS CLAIM,
taken from the hoosekeeper also at the same time
(#whOUL tWo weeks agoj, proved that Mr, King and
Lis  wife had lived; about four years ugo,
in the Clarendon Hotel; that they went
thence to Europe, where they lved in & state of
discord, and finally reiurned 10 AmMerica, aml went
to spend the Summer at Long Brauch, after which
they went 16 Turner's Station, in Orange county,
where most likely they had made the aogquaintance
of Mr, O'Nelll. After leaving Turner's Station they
took & house at 16 West Porty-fifth street, New
York. While resident In Forty-fiith steeer the
temper of Mr, King was notlcenhly wiolent, The
housekeeper (according to the report of the stenog-
rapher, Mr. Warburton, remembered on  one
occasion that he threw a dish and W @IWSs sUCCes. |.
wively at his wite, cutting her furehead wo severe y
that the necessity of sending for a physician was |
indispensable,  While in Europe also

OE THREW A JEWEL CASE AT HER,
cutting her then, also, near the temple, and
causing o severe wouno. Bhe also mentioned sev- |
eril other instances of jl-treatment—to wit, that |
Lie hiad been criminally Inthnate with the hopse. |
mald, in which statement she wis corroborated by
the evidence of the coachman, All fariher evi-
denee wnd postponed until }euh-rdllir when My,
O'Net.t appeared  at  tus  (Jodge Butheriann's)
office, Mo, 42 Pine street, Lo give further testinony
againgt King, The cuse opened ab  whoul  ong

By a8

| vlusive of that fur the

Cu
| W

Dean Sie—The recent extesordinary conflageation in
Chileago has excited o donbt In the tiinds of many cltli-
wnd Bs b whether we are propared for an cmergency
that way threaten ggual devistation in our midst, . An
the gquestlons ure often asked, Was our Fles Departmen
the oxtra moterial on hond for its ueot and, In [
water supply suftielent  for  such  an  cmfrgency
The first question depends upon e second, and g
easily answered. 10 the water supply 8 suflicient we
have mpaterinl enough, It the Oroton (nll us, wie have
not. The second question I8 amme ditlheult o answer,
berdause it I dependent upon a varlety of elrenmstances.

Should an witsually severe season 1recss  up oud
hrdrants, wirich s lkely to ocenr in some | s ol thi
clty, o ¥ in the
reservoirs, or the street pipes prove too s oEupply 8
suflelont number of steamers (which s oeensionslly
demonstrated in the eperations of our :lullulrhm'nll‘ and
fire get uuder o sprowding headway, with o hich winid,
remote from tho rivers, the consegnences would probably
be serfous, nod we wonlil realize the fact that we Lave
not & water sapply for ali emorgencles,

Until science develops something us a substitute for ox-
tinguiating fhres wo st llt‘i:l'l.ll.l upon witer, aid slronld

nve un inexhaustible supply, Last Winter the Legiss
ature made provision for inereasing tho supply of
Croton, but illlll dies put e halp our ense, since na
change in the supply pipes of the fire hydrants wad
soutemplated,  One gt onr steamaers discharges (rom twa
pundred (e four Imrﬂrm‘t pallons of water per minate, A
Irgdlt af would reguire the  services of elght stenmers to
pnbdde  ft  wonld, therefore, consume 2400 pallong

or 1AL yillons per  hour,
beyond  the  eapucity  of  our
ll'“""" in” some  portons  of the  eity o formisi)

Mwre  are many  sections of  the eity in which
il supply troan contiguous hydeants conlid not be ols
twined for fonr steaomards, Now what s the ronedy t
Shall we furnish pew waler pipes and hydrants of
wrenter capucity and inercase the Croton sapply ¢t oor
ahnll we avall ourselves of the ovenin water whieh sur-
roumls 0¥ 00 e Intter, are thece nny ecnginoering dili-
eultles i the way, awd whet would iteostt Wonkl a
slutionery cogine nl the Babery, with one or more anx-
voriver baok up town, supply the

T 1.|rf suppdy pipest  Wounld It Lo
rn abie aml desivable i any cuse to have all the
nins and supply pipes connected ¥ OWith such o system
could n man-m Hend of water be ghtubmed to enabile ng
o dispense with Would sach o nyse
tem be positively reliabile ¥

1wl pess Lhese dngquivies fo voo because of your famils
paricy with the capachy of o (UL Waler svstem, uhe
tnined by long servies ag Chi dAncer of the old Groton
|m'|||uu' Euowiwedge of the cons
! 3

# vy dry season reduce the

which

orF  minale,
Bl BUpply

Kreatly

i e QTI‘;IIlIl-&l’

Dopurtnient, amnd your

atuntly increidng  wik pulis, ?
would be glad to hove il ||.lli,- [
he plan suggested, wil o ol only fo mweting

willnary and exivan demanls for lye wlu'-
poses,  hul o pl=o o sanliaey i ith
a  supply  mited  ouly by the  capas of ouz
Aratlonary epeines, the strecis comld - rvguently bha

washed aval the guttors &l sewers alwe kin t eloan,
thereby nsuring great suiitney bogefits Facbities iof
establish g salt waer baibhs (hrooghout the clty would
Lie greetly appreefated, apd pecaps prove remmnerative,
Please give e your views upon tds atier at your
eartiest convenlenee, und oblige vonrs, vory respectinlly,
ALEXANDER SHALER.
ENGINENR CRAVEN'S

Ngw K. M

Duan Sig=1 have the plesspee toackuowledse the res
celpt of your letter of Sth Decvmbvr; the peasons pmd
apology for wy great Celny moreplying 1o ot T omust beg
you letme explaiv ob another thoe

Your hmnir}luu ure of the wost futeresting charaeter,
and I trost vou il be able W oattroet thiet pabilic atien.
tion to the polnte youn moake which their iImportance do.
mands, 1 agree with yon most tedly in the oploion that
Wit AP 0ot prepared to meel sucecssiully suell an emers

| weney as the experience of 0ther citios has shiown 10 be

not an npossibilty Inooar owne 1 he agErogate tity
of water used in the extingulshuent of fros during the
year comparcd with its eonsmnption In all other wayd

I= not S0 darge e s urlu-rnu{ supponed, and
Wodt could e cgeatized throughoat the  twenty-low
hovurs the quaniity requirod could be casily afforded
fromn ony present Gy sapply.  But lor periect eficiencey
insubduing a fire It §= neceseary to have ot free  com
mand the greatest possible gquantity in the shortest
possibiie tine,  Thisis out of the gueston in the preseng
arrangements for disteiboting the wuter through the
ey, The pipes nre too small to yledd the rapld and
coplous supply which, oven in
r, world ennlile vour foree 1o
1y now unnvoidably destroy
i s thelr Insuiflclency to weet th
flagration of unusunl magnitude,
CWhat g the remcdy 2 s the guestion yon piopose,
» ethiod of puiting oue wholo city o staie of
Te juetly determd only ntler @&
subdoe s but Ly vory projuriy
HIS Yunl akk =
solree.  Lhe dall quans
Huge cantol be afionled,

Fvust g
o ani sl les
demands ol o eans

Tull examdnation ot b
Eive now a genorad reply 1o the ques

Fivet— A 1o e supply aml it s
HEY of water reaulred noa given

whether tho supply comes 1o the Crojon RIver or irom
| Whe rivers which gizronnd ne, io long s the pipes lor it
10W Wi,

o would e necg s
srmtions in
Ay down u new system ol
pipos entively Indepondent of the peesent one.  In view
of the et thet forall bl and tir demamls, ex-
wishment of Mres,
ent plpes are suilielent b e w0 nt uo o
vely moderate oxpe ad Al view of oflr
which woulid nplorlly vome on the full cxar
of the sulject, your giestions pointing (o the atili ot
the voean water sueromoding vs are entitled W the most
thorough consdderntion and thoeng We can pssume at
on diftientti
way. Puniping engin 1 :f atditlo runt poin
capable of delivering a practieally anlimited supply
trom wne inexhaustibie source reierced to. amd the distri-
bution coull be areauged or different digieiets, ull or nny
of which conld be connes or seonmectsd with or
from cach other as cinerg fue mdghe roguire. At oe
near the highest points fn these disteicts towers might be
erecied to sustadn tanks of sueh constraetion anl ot such
elevation as to ennbie vou w0 disponse with stean fire
cngines In very muny saces and by their aid (o mnke
“such nosystem posidively reliable,” Whetbher all or sy
of the present hydrants should e retaiicd as g watter of
extreme precantion In case of an emergeney not now
decmed possible, aiter the completion ot the new work,
I# a question which woald naturally come with other de-
taile in the close investigation of the subjoet }
It is tor voursell o show 1o whit cxtent the cost of
nmitlhnulng your Departmens would be reduced by such
A systemn, but without poing Intu a close calenlntion L
shonld think that the teduction would be uvarly, ifnog
qulte, cquil to the interest on the amoant necersary to
congtruct the works But oven it the reduetion wore
not to prove eqowl to the jull intorest the smoant of
property saved lnordinary fire it make the goestion

o the

of  foterest  wie ol litile nportanoe, Withuut
discussdng here e expedlency of  wsing the  salt
waler  for  fushing  sewors  and  ecleaning  strecty
dn regard o which  there  would bhe  conflieting

optniong), itk coplons  distribution could  andoubtediy
e b avallable for olher  sanitary  purposes,
Asto oliering the present sy stemn of pipes aud Jooking ta
the Croton River tor & remed ¢, there gre several points
to be considered. To the cost of such an alteralivn oy
wonld be necessary must be added the lnconvenience
and temporary dersngoment ineident tosueh a work
and the prewter Lime necessnry for e completion. 1t
must also be recollected that, even with this altorstion,
and with an unlimited supply of Croton water, it 14
brought into the ciiy at such a level that stutionary
qumpm cngines amd powers wolld stll be necessary to
nere the efticioucy of the other plan,

tons, huowever, properly
tion.

That such inve: tigation should be made st an early day
ond the rosults latd betore our manleipal suthorithes, our
Insuranee com puanies and our cltizons generally, seems W
b pnguestionable,

The cost of the Iugu'ey wonld b & trifle compared with
e value and bs possiile results,

Trueting that you will be able to attract the attention to
the questons yoi vo rivised which i due to their ex-
L;rmud::qpurmlin . tml l;mlr pullnnu attention '1lll\|n- eeillly

ow knto publiv aetion, I remsln, very respec ¥, your
Ghedicnt wervant. A, W. CHAVEN, CIvil Engineer
Te General Avesanpun SuaLsn.

BOETON FIRE ALARM,
New Youwr, Nov. 14, 1872,
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All these ques-
belong tu the general investige-

A, W, Cuaven, Eaq, :—

DA Sin—Tha desiruction of so large an amount of
property by fire in the oity of Boston recently makes this
a favurable opportunity o awanken public interest in the
plan we discnssod Tnst Winter fur furnishing New York
with an abudant supply of sen water for tire and san-
|I-urp...-m I ity vealize that your thne s moch
eil and that son have no inclination to be con-
s Inoan effort to convinee the publie (which is
niways u cupricions sudience) that it 1s to the ir interest
to at owce adopt & general, comprehenstve and thor-

o hly eMciont  plan . by which  rge  contlagra-
flone  ean e avolded. But  your  Iemidiaciy
with the sutyect and  your prolesslonal  reputa-
ton compel e o ask” and insist that, for the

good of the publie, vou dovote at the carliest practicable
moment sufficient thue (o mature the plan sugges nst
Inter, and subimit it withont dolay, I am s
ome ar Ewe things sbonld be done, i’ill:rr e Croton supe
PIy should be inereased and mude more available for tirn
serviee by inorensing the shige of the sipply pipes, and
doubling the number and stz of fire Ia,w#runlt‘ o i fupe
piy ob seg water ovtaimed. Sinee our corresponidence
ulunn e Tnttor plas nogely has Beon sabd andd written, and
nlways in its favor. T belleve, th ore, that s well-mus
tured plan subintticd & onee o the gnhh-.‘ ihrowih tho
Chamber of Commeree or othes Intelligent aml respotisis
ble body wouhl ot woih yeneral aver, aml create ag
Iterest o (Lo 1otlg! would go far towark ses
Curing he e ative dnihoMty Lhe comin
inter. T shall At any tuoe to weet you |

TR cete Very respeetiully yuouis,
ALBXANDER

LRI




